
BACKUS BL ISS
B A C K U S ,  M N



ARRIVAL

733 29th Ave NW,

Backus, MN, 56435

ADDRESS

NEARBY

EMERGENCY

CHI St. Joseph's Health

600 Pleasant Ave S,

Park Rapids, 56470

(41 miles / 49 min drive)

218-732-3311

Pine River
Johnson’s Lake



Nearest Bus Stop - Pine River

(10 miles away)

bike rentals - Wheels & Things:

402 Barclay Ave W, Pine River, 56474 

218-851-9388

Nearest Gas Station - Cenex:

402 Wren Trail NW, Backus, 56435

218-947-4115

GETTING
AROUND

PARKING
There is parking in the driveway that can

comfortably fit 4 cars.

No parking is allowed in the garage, or on the grass

(as it may result in damage to the septic system).



CHECK- IN

CHECK-OUT

Check-in any time after 4pm.

We will send you the access code to the door the

day of your arrival. Touch the screen on the lock

to make the numbers appear, key in the code, press

the checkmark symbol and the door should open.

Please use the front door which is located to the

left of the cabin under the porch. 

Check-out is prior to 11am. We request a few

things of you to help us:

Leave dirty towels in the shower.

Empty the refrigerator of food.

Load and start dishwasher.

Turn off all lights.

Ensure the doors are locked.



INTERNET

Find ‘the works bnb guest’ network and follow

the on screen prompts on the login page

(pictured) to login. no password needed!



WELCOME

Welcome to your serene retreat at Johnson Lake in Backus, Minnesota.

Tucked away in the tranquil wilderness of northern Minnesota, our peaceful cabin

offers a haven for those seeking solace amidst nature's beauty.

Situated on the picturesque Johnsons Lake, our cabin provides the perfect backdrop for

relaxation and rejuvenation. Whether you're lounging on the deck, savoring a morning

cup of coffee as the mist rises from the water, or enjoying a sunset kayak paddle

across the calm waters, you'll find tranquility at every turn.

At our peaceful cabin on Johnson Lake, time slows down, allowing you to reconnect

with nature and create cherished memories with loved ones. We invite you to escape the

hustle and bustle of everyday life and experience the tranquility of lakeside living in

beautiful Backus.

763-600-7279 

contact@theworksbnb.com

EMA I L

P H ON E

CONTACT US



COOLING & HEAT

The house is equipped with baseboard heaters

and wall AC in the master bedroom.

Additionally, there is a wood burning

fireplace in the living room for added

comfort and coziness on colder days.

Wood is located in the wood pile by the

garage.

SAFETY

TRASH

The main house trash can is located in

the garage. The code to enter the

garage is 1420.

Please do not leave trash outside due

to wildlife in the area. 

There are smoke / CO2 detectors throughout the house.

There are security cameras outside the garage, and main

entrance doors.

The property has its share of northern Minnesota wildlife:

be cautious of bears and wolves in the area.

Don’t leave trash or food outside overnight.

Always be careful around the lake.

Follow instructions in this guide on Sauna and invasive species

DEVICE CHARGING
Most areas of the house have phone

charging stations. there are 7 charging

ports throughout the cabin. 

GRILL

There is a Propane grill on the

property near the gazebo. Spare

propane is located in the garage.



GENERAL  INFO

SUPPLIES

We’ve provided all the essentials so

you're ready to go on day one.

Toiletries

Towels

Hairdryer

Coffee, Teas & Creamers

Salt & pepper

Oil

Sugar & sweetener

Hand soap

Dishwasher Tablets & Dish Soap

laundry Detergent

Bed Linens & Pillows

Vacuum, Dust Pan & Brush, Mop,

Cleaning Products

note that housekeeping /

replenishment of supplies are not

provided.

BABIES & TODDLERS

We’ve provided some essentials so you

can feel safe and travel light:

Pack & play

High chair 

Feeding set 

kids games and books

There are a selection of games and

books located in the basement living

room, and a foosball table.

GAMES & BOOKS



KITCHEN

the kitchen is equipped and stocked with plenty of

quality kitchen essentials and gadgets for you to

cook up a storm.

Fridge / freezer

Electric oven and stovetop

Drip coffee machine

Toaster

electric kettle

Microwave 

Dishwasher

Blender

Pots, pans and dishes

Glasses

Mugs and wine glasses

Silverware



HOUSE RULES

NOISE
Quiet hours are 10pm to 8am daily. If a

noise complaint is received, you may be

asked to vacate the property with no

refunds.

SMOKING
There is no smoking inside or outside

the property.

we don't allow parties at the property

out of respect for the neighbors and

the additional wear and tear on the

property.

We use security cameras outside to

monitor access to and from the

property, and If evidence of parties or

events is found, you may be asked to

vacate the property with no refunds.

PARTIES

FIRE PIT SAFETY
after enjoying the firepit, please

ensure the fire is fully extinguished

and all embers are safely cooled. 

PETS
Backus Bliss is not pet friendly - any

evidence of pets found will result in a

$500 fine.



LAKE L IFE

KAYAKS &
L IFE  JACKETS

3 single kayaks are available by the lake.

Life jackets (adult size) are in the bin by the

kayaks.

JOHNSON LAKE
Johnson Lake is a crystal clear 200-acre lake with a

maximum depth of 35 feet - perfect for fishing, boating,

and relaxing on the water.

It’s home to bass, northern pike, and panfish. Enjoy

kayaking, canoeing, paddleboarding, or motorized boats

(with speed limits for a peaceful vibe).

Scenic trails, picnic spots, and wildlife make it a great

spot to unwind during your stay!

Note: Due to the layout of the yard, there is no way to

take hitched boats to the lake, nor is there a public dock.



INVASIVE  SPECIES
ADVISORY 

Minnesota is renowned for its clean water, good fishing, and remarkable recreational

opportunities – and we want to keep it that way for future visitors and future generations.

Unfortunately, some invasive species can harm Minnesota’s lakes, rivers, and forests. Aquatic

invasive species such as Eurasian watermilfoil, zebra mussel, and spiny waterflea can harm fish

habitats and disrupt water recreation activities. These plants, animals, and other unwanted species

may “hitch a ride” in water, on boats, in firewood, or on other gear that people move into and

around the state.

To help protect Minnesota’s precious water and woodlands, and comply with state law, please take

the following precautions...

Before traveling to Minnesota every boater must: 

Clean all aquatic plants, zebra mussels, and other prohibited invasive species from boats and

trailers. You may not transport aquatic plants or prohibited invasive species in the state, even

if they are dead.

Drain water-related equipment (boat, ballast tanks, portable bait containers, and motor) and 

drain bilge, livewell, and baitwell by removing drain plugs. Keep drain plugs out and 

water-draining devices open while transporting watercraft. You may not transport water, or

arrive at a water access with the drain plug in place, in Minnesota.

Dispose of unwanted bait, including minnows, leeches, worms and fish parts in the trash. If you

want to keep live bait, drain bait containers and refill with bottled or tap water. It is illegal

in Minnesota to release bait in the water or to release worms on the ground. 

 

Additional recommended precautions:

Some aquatic invasive species can survive more than two weeks out of water, and they are often

small and difficult to see at the access. To remove or kill them, take one or more of the

following precautions before moving boats and equipment to another water body:

Spray with high-pressure water  

Rinse with very hot water (at least 120 degrees F)

Dry for at least 5 days

Other watch-outs:

Firewood - If you purchase additional firewood, check the label for “DNR Approved” or the

state shield indicating the wood has been certified pest free by Minnesota dept of Agriculture.

Clean mud, seeds, and plant parts from bikes, boots, pets and camping gear before you

transport your gear to prevent the spread of weeds and other invasive species.

For more information, visit www.mndnr.gov/invasives

https://webmail2.state.mn.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=ocCblLa4vkGVHA7t57j4qF5kNFzECdEIxdHrS967ZJRDYO4Qf0YdGIW-nBb2BFC93C_Kytr7FOY.&URL=http://www.mndnr.gov/invasives


How to Use the Sauna
There are 2 dials on the Sauna control panel

left - Sauna temperature

right - Sauna Setup

 To turn on the sauna:

Turn the right dial, clockwise until you have heard

2 distinct clicks (typically just past the large 1

label), then turn it back to 1 (a 3  click should be

heard) - this will start the pre-heat which takes

approx. 30mins - you will get 1 hour of heat

rd

To turn off the sauna:

Turn the right dial anti-clockwise to the position

past 0 (blank space)

Sauna Usage Rules
Pregnant women, elderly or persons suffering from

heart disease, diabetes and high or low blood pressure

should not use the sauna.

Do not use the sauna under the influence of alcohol,

anti-cagulants, antihistamines, stimulants, hypnotics,

narcotics and/or tranquilizers.

Use by children under 16 years of age is prohibited.

Long exposure to sauna temperature may result in

nausea, dizziness and/or fainting.

10mins recommended.

Do not exceed 15mins.

Remove all jewelry.

Swimwear, workout attire and/or towel must be

worn while using the sauna.

SAUNA



PLACES  TO SEE

Foot Hills State Forest

Offers a tranquil escape into nature, featuring

winding trails, scenic vistas, and diverse wildlife.

Nestled amidst rolling hills, this forest provides

opportunities for hiking, birdwatching, and peaceful

reflection.

Pine River

Discover peaceful forests, gentle streams,

and small-town charm. Whether you're hiking,

paddling, or just relaxing, Pine River invites

you to unwind and enjoy the beauty of

nature.

Gregory Park

Enjoy playgrounds, skating, basketball, and

tennis at gregory park.



PLACES  TO SEE

Nisswa

Nisswa's boutique shopping features unique stores

with local crafts, trendy clothing, and home decor.

Stroll downtown for one-of-a-kind gifts and

delightful souvenirs. Enjoy a leisurely and charming

shopping experience.

Deep Portage Nature Reserve

Enjoy hiking, birdwatching, canoeing, and

educational programs. Explore miles of scenic

trails, paddle serene lakes, and learn about

local wildlife and ecology. It's perfect for

nature lovers and outdoor enthusiasts.

Gull Lakes

Offer pontoon boats, fishing boats, speedboats,

kayaks, and jet skis for various water activities.

Enjoy leisurely cruises, fishing, waterskiing, or

peaceful paddling. Rentals ensure a fun and

memorable lake experience



THINGS TO DO

Fishing & Boating

Pine Mountain Lake: Known for its excellent

fishing opportunities, particularly for

walleye, bass, and panfish.

Portage Lake: Another great spot for

fishing and boating.

THERE ARE MANY GREAT TH INGS TO SEE AND DO IN  AND AROUND BACKUS .  HERE

ARE SOME OF THE TOP ATTRACT IONS AND ACT IV I T IES  WE WOULD RECOMMEND :

Paul Bunyan Historical Museum

Explore the larger-than-life legacy of

Paul Bunyan, the iconic lumberjack.

Discover exhibits showcasing his tales,

tools, and towering feats. Dive into the rich

history of logging and folklore in this

captivating destination."

GOLF

Whitefish Golf Club

Whitebirch Clubhouse

Traditional Golf at Breezy Point Resort

Golden Eagle Golf Club

The Preserve at Grand View Lodge

Crosswoods Golf Course



THINGS TO DO

BIKE  R ID ING

Backus offers scenic trails like the Paul

Bunyan State Trail, perfect for biking of all

levels. Enjoy leisurely rides through lush

forests and rolling hills or venture off-road

for more adventure.

Hiking

Foot Hills State Forest - 16 miles

Blueberry Bog Trail - 18 miles

Veterans Hiking Trails - 19 miles

Rollie Johnson Rec. Area - 20 miles

Woodtick Trail, - 22 miles

Goose Lake Park of Longville - 24 miles

Heartland State trail - 27 miles

Crosslake Nature Trail - 29 miles

Chippewa Forest - 30 miles



RESTAURANTS

Damsite Supper Club

Renowned for its welcoming ambiance and

delectable cuisine, it offers a diverse menu

featuring classic American fare with a creative

twist.

218-587-1030

417 Barclay Ave, Pine River, 56474

Salty Dog Saloon & Eatery

A family-friendly spot specializing in

mouthwatering burgers, home-smoked BBQ ribs,

and pulled pork. Takeout options available for

a delicious meal on the go

218-947-4446

www.facebook.com/saltydogbackusmn

3380 MN-87, Backus, 56435

Bites Grill & Bar

Bites features slow roasted meats and creative

concoctions served to you as just a few bites,

sharable plates, crafted sandwiches, salads,

pastas or full dinners.

218-587-2564

www.bitesgrill.com

2793 MN-371, Pine River, 56474

The Barclay

300 Barclay Ave, Pine River, 56474

Small town home cookin'! Cash only. Delicious

food serving breakfast til 3pm.

http://devilsadvocatemn.com/


LOCAL
STORES

godfrey’s family foods

964 State 371 NW, Backus, 56435

Fresh meat, produce, plumbing, sports wear, tackle,

gasoline and live bait.

Pine River Family Market

500 Front St, Pine River, 56474

Your go-to spot in Pine River for all your grocery

needs. From fresh produce to pantry staples,

They’ve got you covered with quality products and

friendly service. 

Dollar General

100 County 1 W, Pine River, 56474

Bargain retail chain selling a range of household

goods, groceries, beauty products & more.



www.theworksbnb.com

Follow us @theworksbnb

Copyright The Works BnB llc 2026


